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never forgets to rise! Were it not that these things happen be-
fore our very eyes, would we believe them?

However, if Gujarat, or Surat, is really ready, they will have to
provide some indication of their readiness beforehand. We see
signs of the coming sunrise two hours before the event. Similarly,
we should be able to observe the twilight hour between the vanish-
ing of the darkness of slavery and the rising of the sun of swaraj.
The fact that we have succeeded in collecting the money is one
indication, but the real sign is swadeshi. Has Gujarat made a
bonfire of foreign cloth or totally renounced its use ? Has it stopped
ordering foreign cloth? Have the people in the villages of Gujarat
started wearing khadi, producing their own requirements? Do
the weavers of Gujarat weave only hand-spun yarn? Have the
agents in Gujarat stopped running up to Bombay for cloth?
Have the Aleghawals in Gujarat, who had left off their profession,
taken up weaving again ? Do all women in Gujarat spin as a mat-
ter of duty? Are the foreign cloth shops in Gujarat about to dose
down? The answers to these questions will decide whether it is fit.

So long as we have not started wearing khadi, so long as both
men and women love foreign cloth, who will believe them even if
they declare that they are ready to go to jail? I hope nobody will
argue: "I can go to jail, but I do not have the courage to wear
khadi; I feel ashamed to spin and I find weaving tedious." If we
have lost the capacity to preserve peace, our capacity to make
noise at meetings should also leave us. We should be able to see
thousands of people moving in perfect silence. As long as we
lack such discipline, who will believe that we shall never resort to
violence despite efforts to provoke us?

Shri Vithalbhai, when reporting as above, also said that, if I
held it necessary that we should also be rid of .the uncleanness of
untouchability, there was no possibility of our getting swaraj this
year, for not a single school was ready to admit children of Dheds1
or Bhangis.

I am convinced that, if we let our minds remain tainted with
the uncleanness of our prejudice against the Dheds and Bhangis, God
will never help us to win swaraj and the Englishmen's contempt
for us will never disappear. Self-purification is the foundation on
which our swaraj is to rest. Securing swaraj is like ascending to
heaven. Yudhisthira refused to enter the gate of heaven without
his dog. Do we hope to get into the temple of swaraj ourselves,
leaving our Bhangi brethren behind and running at top speed

1 Untouchables